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Danger to the Mission
Acts 14:1-20
Introduction:
I. You are Deceivers – 14:1-7 (Iconium)
A. The Unequivocal Message – 14:1
“Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the ﻿﻿Greeks believed.”
1. Theologically Correct
Given what happened in Antioch, you might expect them to tone it down a bit. Let’s be seeker sensitive or friendly. There is only one seeker, Jesus – “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

Are we seeker sensitive? I hope so. And becoming more so
Are we seeker friendly? I hope so. And becoming more so.

Jesus’ message was, “Believe on Me and you have eternal life.” They did not change the message at all.


2. Stated with Conviction

This is the way of salvation and it is the only way. All other religions and Christian cults who have another way of salvation are absolutely wrong!

3. Applied Convincingly
This is your only chance of eternal life, don’t miss it.
A great multitude of Jews and Gentiles believed.

B. Unbelieving Men – 14:2
“But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and ﻿﻿poisoned their ﻿﻿minds against the brethren.”
The Jews who did not believe did not want anyone else to believe. They were blinded by their unbelief and the work of Satan. This would be the pattern for Paul’s ministry for the rest of his life.
C. Unusual Miracles – 14:3
“Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, ﻿﻿who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and ﻿﻿wonders to be done by their hands.”
Question: How do you prove to someone that the gospel you are presenting is true?
Answer: Show them in the New Testament. 
Problem: They did not have a New Testament - it had not been written yet.

The reference to miraculous signs and wonders was further confirmation of God’s endorsement of this ministry (cf. 2:43; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 8:6, 13; 15:12).
Later, as the N.T. Scriptures were written, the signs for proving the oral message began to disappear until at last they were no longer given. 
Miracles did not cease altogether, but they no longer occur as signs to prove the written word.
Remember: Jesus did not perform one miracle to prove the Old Testament; He just said, “It is written” and quoted the text. We need to do the same with the New Testament.
D. Unrelenting Multitudes – 14:4-7

1. Preliminary to Trouble – 14:4-5
a. A Charged Atmosphere – 14:4﻿

“But the multitude of the city was ﻿﻿divided: part sided with the Jews, and part with the ﻿﻿apostles.”
People all over town began to take sides.  Paul and Barnabas kept on doing their job of evangelizing, teaching and organizing churches. They would stay on the job until it was finished or until they were called away by the Lord.
b. A Changed Atmosphere – 14:5

“And when a violent attempt was made by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, ﻿﻿to abuse and stone them,”
Then the situation became serious and threatened their lives. It is time to leave. You won’t gain anything by being killed. Then the ministry is over. Maybe they learned something at Antioch.
2. Precautions to Trouble – 14:6-7
a. New fields – 14:6 
“they became aware of it and ﻿﻿fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region.”
They did not just leave Iconium (they left to escape the danger). They did not just come to Lystra (they came to preach the Gospel). God has a purpose in what He leads us to do.

b. Old fire – 14:7
“And they were preaching the gospel there.”
It was a new field but they preached the old Gospel. It got them in trouble before, but it is the only Gospel there is. So it has to be preached - for good or ill.
II. You Are Divine – 14:8-18 (Lystra)
A. The Healed Man – 14:8-10

1. The Case – 14:8
“And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, who had never walked.”
This sounds like Acts 3 where Peter healed a crippled man.
In each case the cripple was lame from birth (3:2; 14:8); both Peter and Paul gazed at the one to be healed (3:4; 14:9); and both healed men responded by jumping and walking (3:8; 14:10) 

Both healings were designed to represent the helplessness of all the children of men in spiritual things: they are lame from their birth, till the grace of God puts strength into them;  for it was when we were yet without strength that Christ died for the ungodly, (Rom. 5:6).
Was the Holy Spirit recording this event to demonstrate Paul’s Apostleship? Anything Peter can do as an apostle Paul can do as an apostle.
2. The Concern – 14:9
“This man heard Paul speaking. ﻿﻿Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed,”
How did Paul know that he had faith? What does faith look like?
Paul perceived (KJV) that he had faith. It was revealed to him. This man had heard the Word preached. He believed that the God, Who can save his soul, can also heal his body.
The man in chapter 3 did not believe that. He was looking for alms.
3. The Cure – 14:10

“said with a loud voice, ﻿﻿“Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked.”
Paul spoke with a loud voice. He was confident that God would heal the man.  “It was not done in a corner.” (Acts 26:26 - before Agrippa). The healing was instant and complete. 

B. The Heathen Multitude – 14:11-13
1. Real Excitement – 14:11
“Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language. The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 

The Roman Poet, Ovid, tells of a legend of a previous visitation by Zeus and Hermes to this Phrygian region. They came in human form to 1000 homes, but none showed them hospitality. Only a poor elderly couple, Baucis and Philemon took them in. The pair was rewarded by being spared when the gods flooded the valley and destroyed the inhabitants. Their shack was transformed into a marble-pillared, gold-roofed temple, and they became its priests. 
No wonder they were excited. They said, “The gods are back.” They did not want to be judged by the gods, but rather they wanted to be rewarded by them.
2. Ready Explanation – 14:12
They called Barnabas ﻿﻿Zeus {Greek} – Jupiter {Roman}.

They called Paul they called Hermes {Greek} – Mercury {Roman}, because he was the chief speaker.       
Hermes (Jupiter) was the messenger of the gods. So he spoke for them to people. (Hermes has wings on his feet)
3. Religious Exercise – 14:13
“Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of their city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, ﻿﻿intending to sacrifice with the multitudes.”
They were going to make a sacrifice to them as their gods. 

C. Horrified Missionaries – 14:14-18

1. Their Expression of Horror – 14:14
“But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, ﻿﻿they tore their clothes and ran in among the multitude, crying out 

“Tearing their clothes” indicated their horror at the blasphemy. The high priest tore his clothes when Jesus affirmed His deity (Matthew 26:65)
We have seen this played out twice already in Acts. In Acts 10:25-26 Peter would not accept the worship of Cornelius,
“As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, ﻿﻿“Stand up; I myself am also a man.” 

In 12:22-23 Herod did accept their worship and God struck him dead,
“And the people kept shouting, “The voice of a god and not of a man!” Then immediately an angel of the Lord ﻿﻿struck him, because ﻿﻿he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and ﻿﻿died. 

But there was one man in the New Testament who did let men worship Him, in fact He encouraged it. He got away with it! How come? It was Jesus and He was/is God!

2. Their Explanation of Horror – 14:15-18
a. The Disclaimer – 14:15a
“and saying, “Men, ﻿﻿why are you doing these things? ﻿﻿We also are men with the same nature as you”
We are not gods, we are ordinary men, same nature. [See James 5:17 – the same expression - Elijah, a man of like passions].
b. The Declaration – 14:15b-18
1) The power of God – 14:15b
“and preach to you that you should turn from ﻿﻿these useless things ﻿﻿to the living God, ﻿﻿who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, ﻿
The gods you are serving are useless (and dead). You should turn to the living God.
The revelation of this God is seen in the creation -

Romans 1:19-20
“because ﻿﻿what may be known of God is ﻿﻿manifest ﻿﻿among them, for ﻿﻿God has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world ﻿﻿His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and ﻿﻿Godhead (Divine Nature), (θειότης) so that they are without excuse,”
2) The Patience of God – 14:16
“who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways.”
He doesn’t mean that the Gentiles were not responsible to God. NO! It means that God had not given them any special revelation as He did to Israel.
They still had natural revelation.

God’s patience is beyond our understanding:
Men blaspheme Him and curse Him

They blame Him for the results of their own sins.
They accuse Him of being cold and calloused.
They distort or deny His revelation.

Their turn their backs on Him.
They treat Him as though He does not exist.
They liken Him to snakes and creeping things.
They make images and worship them.
They serve demons and worship Satan.
God does not rise up in wrath and destroy them.

He is patient with them.
He looks the other way

He turns the other cheek

He goes the extra mile

Such is the patience of God.

3) The Proof of God – 14:17-18
“Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, ﻿﻿gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with ﻿﻿food and gladness.” ﻿And with these sayings they could scarcely restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to them.”
True, God had not given them any special revelation, but He had given them daily blessing; rain from heaven and the fruit of the ground. The goodness and grace of God can be seen in these provisions. Beyond that, He filled their hearts with food and gladness. Not only were their physical needs met, their emotional needs were met as well. 
Why are they having this discussion? Because of the miracle - the healing of the crippled man.

Note: It did not cause them to believe in Jesus. It caused them to believe in their gods! But it got their attention so that Paul could point them in the right direction. Then, when he refused their worship…

III. You Are Dead –14:19-20

A. The Source – 14:19a
“Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the multitudes, 

Things had calmed down a bit in Lystra. True, Paul had belittled their gods, had not accepted their sacrifice, had made them and their gods look foolish.
They felt cheated and embarrassed. It was tinder, just waiting for a spark. Satan would not let the opportunity go to waste. Forgotten was the miracle. Forgotten was the message of salvation.

The Iconiums came and lit the fuse. Paul was in our town. He caused trouble. He is a deceiver. He fooled you too. Let’s get him!

B. The Seriousness – 14:19b

“they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be ﻿﻿dead.”

The stoning shows the influence of the Jews. Stoning is their method of execution.
The mob stoned him and supposing νομίζοντες > him to be dead.
Νομίζω – to conclude from the evidence. It was not just wistful thinking. They judged from the evidence.
As far as they were concerned he was dead. They dragged him out of the city so that the birds and wild animals could consume the body.
C. The Sequel – 14:20
﻿“However, when the disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went into the city. And the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.”
The disciples encircled him. I may have been to protect the body from further harm from man, birds and animals.
Paul arose - ἀναστὰς  ἀνίστημι – used 111 times in the N. T. -- 35 times it means resurrection. i.e.: Mark 5:42.

He went into the city –

Maybe it was to show the Christians the power of God.

Maybe it was to show the officials that he was not a deceiver, or divine, or dead.

Conclusion:

